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SECTION A

Haiti, ‘the poorest country in the Americas’

Figure 1 – Information

Haiti

Haiti is a small country of 27,065 km2.  It is situated at the 
western end of the Caribbean island of Hispaniola.  Most of 
this island is occupied by the Dominican Republic.

Much of Haiti is mountainous.  Slopes are often steep, with 
nearly two thirds having gradients greater than 20%.  Its 
climate is tropical.

It is located in a tectonically active region and is also 
subjected to frequent tropical storms and hurricanes.  On the 
2020 Climate Risk Index, Haiti is third among the countries 
most affected by severe weather events.

The population of 11 • 6 million mostly live on coastal 
lowlands.  It has an average population density of 
414 per km2.  Almost 3 million live in the capital city,  
Port–au–Prince.  However, 40% of Haitians still live in rural 
areas.
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Figure 1 – Diagram (Colour) – Part 1
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Figure 1 – Diagram (Colour) – Part 2
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Figure 1 – Diagram (Black and White) – Part 1
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Figure 1 – Diagram (Black and White) – Part 2
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Figure 2 – Information

Selected data for Haiti and some of its neighbours, 
2019

•	The country has one of the highest levels of food insecurity 
in the world, with more than half of its total population food 
insecure.  22% of children are chronically malnourished.  
The majority of the food insecure population live in rural 
areas.

•	Two of the main reasons for food insecurity are extreme 
poverty and frequent natural disasters.

•	A small economic and political elite of less than 1% of the 
Haitian population is extremely wealthy, including many 
multi–millionaires.
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Figure 3

Haiti’s GDP per capita growth (thousands of US$) 
compared with some of its neighbours, 1990–2020
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Figure 4 – Information

Haiti’s tectonic location

Haiti lies in the path of hurricanes and is more mountainous 
than most Caribbean islands which increases rainfall and 
surface runoff.

Haiti is tectonically active, criss–crossed with several 
transform faults.  Earthquakes in this region often have 
relatively shallow foci.  In the case of the devastating 
2010 earthquake the rupture started about 10 km below the 
surface, with the epicentre only 25 km from the capital city of 
over 2 million people.
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Figure 4 – Diagram (Colour)
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Figure 4 – Diagram (Black and White)
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Figure 5

A timeline of Haiti’s recent natural disasters

Year Event Impact on Haitian 
people

2021 14 August

A magnitude  
7 • 2 earthquake.  

The epicentre was about 
150 km west of  
Port–au–Prince.  

An estimated 
2,400 deaths.  

2020 23 August

Hurricane Laura was 
a Category 4 hurricane.  

31 deaths.  

2018 6 October

A 5 • 9 magnitude 
earthquake with a depth of 
11 • 7 km.     

12 deaths, 188 injured.  

2016 3–4 October

Hurricane Matthew 
resulted in flooding of up 
to 1 • 5 metres and a storm 
surge of up to 3 metres.   

At least 580 deaths, 
35,000 left homeless.  

(continued on the next page)
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Figure 5 continued.

Year Event Impact on Haitian 
people

2012 24 October

Hurricane Sandy passed 
just west of Haiti, with 
heavy rainfall and 
catastrophic flooding.  

100 deaths, around 
200,000 left homeless.  

2010 12 January

A magnitude 7 • 0 
earthquake.  

A dozen secondary shocks 
of magnitudes ranging 
from 5 • 0 to 5 • 9 during the 
following hours.   

20 January

A second earthquake of 
magnitude 6 • 1.

20 October onwards

A cholera epidemic 
occurred in  
Port–au–Prince.  

Estimates range 
between 100,000 and 
316,000 deaths.  At 
least 500,000 were left 
homeless.  

Exact data is 
unobtainable.  

3,600 deaths, 340,000 
became ill.  
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Figure 6 – Information

Contrasting forest cover in Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic

The impact of natural hazards has been made worse by human 
actions.  With imported oil too expensive for most people, 
charcoal from burnt trees has provided 85% or more of the 
energy in Haiti for decades.  As a result, Haiti’s rural poor 
have cut down very large numbers of trees both for their own 
needs and for the urban population.  This results in deforested 
mountain slopes that rainwater washes down, eroding the soil.

Climate change poses significant risks to the country.

•	Temperatures are expected to increase by 0 • 5 – 2 • 3 °C by 
2060.

•	The number of hot days and nights is projected to increase.

•	Rainfall projections forecast decreases in rainfall during 
June–August.

•	The Caribbean region is vulnerable to sea–level rise, 
projected to be between 0 • 13 – 0 • 56 metres by 2090.

•	 Increases in hurricane rainfall and wind speeds are likely.  
Simulations suggest for each 1°C increase in sea surface 
temperatures, rainfall from hurricanes may increase by 
6–17%.  Surface wind speeds of the strongest hurricanes 
will increase up to 8%, with associated increases in storm 
surge levels.
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Figure 6 – Diagram

Contrasting forest cover in Haiti and the 
Dominican  Republic
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SECTION B

Haiti’s history of development

Figure 7 – Information
The impact of Haiti’s debt

The Caribbean islands’ history is complex and brutal.  The 
transatlantic slave trade between the 1500s and 1800s was 
dominated by France and Great Britain, who profited most 
from it.  Jamaica (a British colony) and Haiti (a French colony) 
were the richest colonies of all at this time.

By the 1790s, Haiti was the world’s top producer of sugar and 
coffee as well as indigo, cacao and cotton.  At its peak, goods 
and profits worth €2 • 5 billion per year in today’s money were 
exported to France every year.  One in eight people in France 
gained their living from the wealth extracted from Haiti.

The Haitian revolution, led by slaves, against French rule 
ended slavery (the first country to do this) and achieved 
independence from France after a long war.  This led to Haiti 
emerging as the first black republic in the world.

The French refused to recognise the new republic until it 
paid the French government reparations for the ‘lost’ value of 
the slaves and the land.  Haiti had to take loans from French 
banks to pay this bill.  This ‘double–debt’ amounts to a loss 
of US$21 billion for the Haitian economy over the past 
125 years.
(continued on the next page)
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Figure 7 – Information continued.

For many years the European powers and the USA blocked all 
trade with Haiti.  Between 1857 and 1934 the US government 
intervened in Haiti’s governance on many occasions.  From 
1915 until 1934 the US military occupied Haiti which 
effectively became a colony once again.  Since then, the  
neo–colonial relationship between the two countries has been 
complex, both in terms of trade and sovereignty.

After the 2010 earthquake, former President Bill Clinton 
publicly apologised for having previously forced Haiti to 
remove tariffs on imported subsidised U.S. rice.  This policy 
wiped out rice farming in Haiti, seriously damaging Haiti’s 
ability to be self–sufficient in food and forcing farmers to 
abandon their land and move to Port–au–Prince.

This earthquake also demonstrates a failure of international 
aid to reach those that need it most.  Some economists 
suggest that Haiti is in a poorer situation than it was in 2010 
despite US$13 billion of aid.



 P
ag

e 
24

Fi
gu

re
 7

 – 
D

ia
gr

am

Th
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

f H
ai

ti’
s 

de
bt

Th
e 

tr
ue

 c
os

t t
o 

H
ai

ti 
in

 
lo

st
 e

co
no

m
ic

 g
ro

w
th

U
S$

21
 b

ill
io

n
W

ha
t H

ai
ti 

pa
id

 
ba

ck
 to

 F
ra

nc
e

U
S$

56
0 

m
ill

io
n



 P
ag

e 
25

Fi
gu

re
 8

U
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t i

n 
H

ai
ti,

 1
99

1–
20

21

19
91

19
95

20
00

20
05

Ye
ar

20
10

20
15

20
21

0%2%4%6%8%10
%

12
%

14
%

16
%

18
%

0%2%4%6%8%10
%

12
%

14
%

16
%

18
%

Ad
ul

t u
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t r

at
e



 Page 26

Turn over

Figure 9

Scenes from Haitian life today

Haiti’s largest area of informal housing
Jalousie is home to over 80,000 of the poorest inhabitants of 
Port–au–Prince.  The houses were painted using government 
money which locals mock as ‘le Botox’.  Critics suggest that 
the repainting of Jalousie was because it is visible from the 
wealthy district of Pétion–Ville.

The image shows lots of houses painted in different colours. 
The houses are part of a slum.

(continued on the next page)
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Figure 9 continued.

Water supply
14 years after the 2010 earthquake, water supply remains 
an issue.  Less than half of households have access to fresh 
water.  Only 24% of households have access to a toilet.  
Cholera and other water borne diseases are common.  Infant 
mortality rates are 48 per 1000, 10–times that of the UK.

The image shows a child carrying large empty plastic bottles.  
There are more people in the background with plastic bottles.

(continued on the next page)
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Figure 9 continued.

Agriculture and land ownership
Most Haitian farmers own some of their land, unlike in most 
other neighbouring countries.  In 1988 66% of Haitians were 
farmers.  Since then many farms have been abandoned as 
a result of policies imposed on them by the USA, ongoing 
deforestation and climate change.  Mechanisation is rare with 
1 tractor per 1,700 hectares.

The image shows a farmer ploughing a field.  The plough is 
being pulled by two oxen.  Another person is standing to the 
side of the oxen.

(continued on the next page)
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Figure 9 continued.

Tourism in Haiti
Compared to its neighbours Haiti has a poorly developed 
tourist industry, largely due to its history of political instability.  
The flight time from Port–au–Prince to Miami (Florida) is 
less than two hours.  Many beaches are empty, and many are 
heavily polluted, as shown.  The US TNC, Royal Caribbean, 
rents Labadee on the north coast.  In common with other 
enclave resorts, it is fenced off from the surrounding area and 
tourists do not visit other parts of the country.

The image shows a young person sitting on a beach.  They 
are washing laundry in a basin.  The beach is covered in litter 
and debris.  There is a child standing on the beach in the 
background.
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SECTION C

The future of Haiti in a globalised world

Figure 10 – Information

Globalisation and GDP per capita for Haiti and its 
neighbours

Free trade policies, privatisation and the encouragement 
of foreign investment have been at the centre of the 
policies promoted by international political and economic 
organisations.  In Haiti the role of the United States has been 
central.

Most measurements show that Haiti is one of the least 
globalised countries in the world.

The data measures globalisation in three areas; economic, 
social and political and then combines those three scores in 
an overall ranking with 1 being the most globalised country.  
The rankings are shown on pages 31–32 for Haiti and its 
neighbours and includes the GDP per capita data for reference 
from the table for Question 2(a) in the Data Booklet.
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Figure 11 – Information

Haiti’s imports and exports, 2019

Critics of the policies pursued by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank (WB) and the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) argue that the main beneficiaries of these 
policies have been wealthy superpowers, TNCs and the local 
elites of low–income countries.

Many low–income countries, such as Haiti, export raw 
materials and low value manufactured goods, such as 
clothing, but have to import almost everything else.
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Figure 11 – Diagram (Colour)

Haiti’s imports and exports, 2019

Haiti’s imports 2019 – Total value = US$4 • 2 billion

Haiti’s exports 2019 – Total value = US$1 • 2 billion
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Figure 11 – Diagram (Black and White)

Haiti’s imports and exports, 2019

Haiti’s imports 2019 – Total value = US$4 • 2 billion

Haiti’s exports 2019 – Total value = US$1 • 2 billion
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